Sea Pictures of Edward Elgar (London Symphony Orchestra, Sir John 
Barbirolli, conductor; Janet Baker, soprano; WNCN) 
The English and the sea and it is not at all surprising that the 
English describe the sea well and it is not at all surprising that 
monarchy survives in England and not in most continental countries 
such as France which is the prototypical continental country. One 
of the reasons why monarchy survives in England is because the 
English understand the sea. All island dwellers do not understand 
the sea but the English island dwellers do. Continental countries 
focus on their borders and so do island countries and in so doing 
the former concentrate to a greater or lesser degree on land whereas 
the latter that is to say island countries in focusing on their 
borders concentrate on water, Water borders and land borders and 
the former are never arbitrary and the latter often are but that 
of course is not always the case. Land borders and what the non- 
French regard as necessary is considered arbitrary by the French 
and anyone who has ever been exposed to French reason will agree, 
Monarchy and the sea and island dwellers do not regard monarchy as 
a luxury but rather as a necessity. English life and what the non- 
English regard as arbitrary is considered necessary by the English 
and anyone who understands the sea knows this to be true and it 
is not a question of course of being English or not being English 
but it is a question of understanding the sea. Monarchy and 
England and every six hours the tides change and the time of high 
tide is about fifty minutes later each day and four times a day 
the tides change and four times a year in England and in Scotland 
there are quarter days which do not really divide the year regular- 
ly and Martinmas is a Quarter Day in Scotland. Water borders and 
monarchy and in 1588 Philip II of Spain sent a great fleet of 129 
vessels or more against England and in those vessels were an es- 
timated 19,295 soldiers and 8,640 sailors and they were commanded 
by the Duke of Medina Disonia and the Spanish Armada was met and 
defeated by a fleet of Elizabetheans of about 80 vessels under 
Charles Howard in the English Channel and Strait of Dover. Water 
borders and monarchy is not a luxury and". . . perhaps it is the 
incongruity between their structure and their ornament that best 
accounts for the mystery of the Elizabetheans" said Lytton Strachey 
in Elizabeth and Essex first published by Chatto & Windus, 
(L'Aire: 11-11-75) 
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